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Symbolik der Schopfung und ewige Natur. Von F. Bettex. 
Bielefeld und Leipzig : Verlag von Velhagen & Klasing, 
1898. Pp. 446. Bound, M. 5. 

What is the message of the universe ? Things are significant. 
They have their secrets and wish to impart them — but we do not under- 
stand. This incapacity grieves us, for we all surmise the existence of 
a symbolic of the universe. 

So, in substance, opens this book, latest and last of a trilogy of 
little treatises issued by our author, with a common topic, the study of 
nature. 

It is divided into four sections, under the titles: "Symbolik," 
" Kosmos," " Das Gesetz des Weltalls," and " Die ewige Natur." 

By "Symbolik" the author means the doctrine of symbols; that 
which teaches us to recognize within the material form its idea, beneath 
the phenomenon its original content ; that, to wit, which the divine 
Spirit would say by it. 

A symbol he defines to be " that which has in addition to a sig- 
nification, sense-perceived and concrete, another, profounder and 
abstract." He refuses any explanation of the force of symbolism 
founded on association of ideas. It lies rather, he believes, in the 
direction of Goethe's statement : "The passing is the similitude of the 
permanent." 

This world is, therefore, but a symbol of a higher world : a book of 
God's thinking, in which the words are phenomena containing those 
truths which give it its supreme value. Indeed, to profound thought 
the symbol disappears through mergence in the reality it stands for. 
At this vanishing point fire, for instance, ceases to be a symbol of 
God's wrath, and is that wrath. 

Our author divides all things into departments of form, of color, 
and of sound. Of his investigation in these departments the following 
is a specimen : Since speech is an inspiration, every letter is an inex- 
haustible symbol. The first letter of the alphabet both in its form as 
German capital and in its "square character" in the Hebrew is a hiero- 
glyph setting forth man's progress through life, one hand raised to 
heaven in supplication, the other depressed to earth in acquisition. 
Under the form of a Latin capital its symbolism changes and it indi- 
cates man's earthly half ; while V, the letter of will, wish, and wail, 
presents his upper and spiritual half. The A and V combine in X to 
lift the hands to heaven. This devotional X terminates the alphabet, 
and thus its Arabic notation (10) combines the first digit with the 
"letter of mystery." 
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The second section, " Kosmos," is exclusively and interestingly 
astronomical. In the third section the allegation is made and elabo- 
rated on that " number is the formative and foundation principle of 
the creation." While explicating the meaning of " the great 1 " he 
attacks Darwinism, and what he calls "new-baptized Buddhism." The 
character of the teaching in the fourth section may be inferred from a 
single assertion : " A purely immaterial heaven is unknown to 
Scripture." 

This book is the fruit of the tendency, so generally felt in philo- 
sophical and theological circles, to interpret the universe in terms of 
monism. In the case of our author the tendency has affected a mind 
of that "moralizing" sort which a century ago would have issued 
"Reflections" or "Meditations and Contemplations" like those of 
Christoph Christian Sturm or James Hervey. The result is a treatise, 
in a few passages suggestive and stimulating, in many whimsical as 
the most extravagant spiritualizations of the Kabbala ; but everywhere 
aiming to deserve the epithet "erbaulich." Because of this commend- 
able aim we stint our criticism and leave the work to the great dis- 
tributive principle of literature, " chacun a son gout." 

Robert Kerr Eccles. 
Bowling Green, O. 

The Quest of Faith. Being Notes on the Current Philosophy 
of Religion. By Thomas Bailey Saunders. New York : 
The Macmillan Co., 1899. Pp. vi+191. $2.50. 

A treatment of religious belief by an examination of representative 
works of the present-day discussion concerning belief in God. Chap, 
ii, on "Agnosticism," shows that Huxley assumed principles which 
refuted his scientific agnosticism. Chap, iii, on "The Sceptical Argu- 
ment," examines chiefly The Foundations of Belief by A. J. Balfour. 
Chap, iv, on " A Gifford Lecturer," examines Fraser's Philosophy of 
Theism. Chap, v, on " The Teleological Argument," acceptably calls 
attention to the changed form in which the argument must be presented, 
examining the works of the Duke of Argyll, Haeckel, and Henry 
Drummond. Chap, vi discusses Gladstone's Studies Subsidiary to the 
Works of Bishop Butler. Chap, vii treats of representative Catholic 
writers, as W. S. Lilly. Chap, viii, on " The Witness of History," 
examines The History of Intellectual Development 'by Mr. Beattie Crozier. 
This book looks like a collection of reviews and lacks somewhat in 
unity and progressiveness of argument. But it renders a service in 



